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yEFIS - Goals

Represent all early career researchers (ECR) working on Immunology in Europe
ECR = less than 10 years of working experience

1. Promote national YI groups

2. Improve collaboration between YI

3. Bring visibility to YI:
• International congresses
• Promote their research

4. Connect YI and experienced scientists to shape the next generation of
immunologists in Europe
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Who are we ?
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Who are we ?
Evolution of yEFIS Network
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yEFIS Network

Country

Total=550

Austria (7)
Belgium (21)
Bosnia & Herzegovina (2)
Croatia (33)
Cyprus (1)
Czech Republic (19)
Denmark (2)
Estonia (1)
France (60)
Germany (41)
Greece (26)
Ireland (7)
Italy (20)

Norway (7)
Luxembourg (3)
Poland (11)
Lithuania (1)
Portugal (13)
Russia (10)
Serbia (15)
Slovakia (2)
Spain (63)
Sweden (8)
Switzerland (23)
The Netherlands (48)
Turkey (22)
Ukraine (7)
United Kingdom (62)Outside EU (16)



Position
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yEFIS Network



Who are we ? 
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Ines Mesquita
Portuguese Society 

of Immunology

Iva Filipovic and Marina Ruiz
Scandinavian Society of 

Immunology

Daniel Johnson
Irish Society of 
Immunology

Marco de Zuani
Czech Society of 

Immunology

Johanna Strobl
Austrian Society 
of  Immunology

Federica Laudisi
Italian Society of 

Immunology

Davide Franchina
Luxembourgian 

Society of 
Immunology

Daniela Latorre and Annika Hausmann
Swiss Society of Allergology 

and Immunology

Branka Popovic
Dutch Society 

of Immunology

Michal Zarobkiewicz
Polish Society for 
Experimental and 

Clinical Immunology

Digdem Yoyen-Ermis
Turkish Society of 

Immunology

Inga Kavazovic 
Croatian Society 
of Immunology

Eolan Healey and Maria Glymenaki
British Society of Immunology

Bieke Broux
Belgian Society 
of  Immunology

Aliki Xochelli
Hellenic Society of 

Immunology

Justina Grigalyte
Lithuanian 

Immunologists 
Society

Uku Haljasorg
Estonian 

Society for 
Immunology 

and Allergology

Nadezhda Knauer 
and Margarita 
Barkovskaya

Russian Society of 
Immunology

Rostyslav Bilyy
Ukrainian Society of 

Specialists for Immunology, 
Allergology and 

Immunorehabilitation

Aleksandra Popov
Immunological 

Society of Serbia

Carmela Cela and Carlos Avnieno
Spanish Society of Immunology

Representatives 
of EFIS-associated 

societies
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Laila Kulsvehagen
German Society of 

Immunology

!

!!!

!
Noushin Keller

French Society of 
Immunology

!



Who are we ? 

Communication EJI

Anne 
Hahn 

Ellen 
McAllister

yEFIS Working Groups coordinators

Equity 
Diversity

Education 
Career

Interest 
groups
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yEFIS 1st

Meeting
….

@y_efis

yEFIS

yefis@efis.org



Communication
WG

Equity & Diversity
WG

EJI
WG

Interest 
Groups

ECI 2021
WG

Education
WG

Career 
Development

WG
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@y_efis

yEFIS

yefis@efis.org



yEFIS Communication WG

• Establish the yEFIS website as a go-to place for all yEFIS 

information

• Set up and maintain yEFIS social media accounts (Twitter, Linkedln)

• Monthly newsletter to keep our network connected and informed

• Promote our members research by sharing their publications, 

achievements…

• Day of Immunology
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Communication
WG

Equity &
Diversity

WG

EJI
WG

Interest 
Groups

ECI 2021
WG

Education
WG

Career 
Development

WG



An ongoing collaboration with the European Journal of Immunology 

• First paper published on September 2020: “Young EFIS - joining 

forces to support Early Career Researchers in Immunology”

• Webinar to introduce the world of publishing to ECRs

• Participation in the EJI 50th Anniversary: EJI across generations, 

interview by yEFIS

• Participation in ECI 2021

yEFIS EJI WG
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Communication
WG

Equity &
Diversity

WG

EJI
WG

Interest 
Groups

ECI 2021
WG

Education
WG

Career 
Development

WG



yEFIS ECI 2021 WG
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Should I stay or should I go –
navigating the rough seas of 

career choices
• Over 700 attendees
• Panel discussion & “meet the speaker” 
• Presentation about funding opportunities by 

the European Research Council

Communication
WG

Equity &
Diversity

WG

EJI
WG

Interest 
Groups

ECI 2021
WG

Education
WG

Career 
Development

WG



yEFIS 1st meeting WG
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New WG Communication
WG

Equity &
Diversity

WG

EJI
WG

Interest 
Groups

ECI 2021
WG

Education
WG

Career 
Development

WG• Prepare our first big event in 2022!

@y_efis

yEFIS

yefis@efis.org



Communication
WG

Equity &
Diversity

WG

EJI
WG

Interest 
Groups

ECI 2021
WG

Education
WG

Career 
Development

WG
Actions that promote, encourage and
support an equalitarian atmosphere, in
which everyone is welcome.

Equality&Diversity WGyEFIS Equity & Diversity WG
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@y_efis

yEFIS

yefis@efis.org



• Career skills 
• Funding
• Mentoring
• Work-life balance

• Collaboration with EFIS education WG

yEFIS Career development & Education
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@y_efis

yEFIS

yefis@efis.org

Communication
WG

Equity &
Diversity

WG

EJI
WG

Interest 
Groups

ECI 2021
WG

Education
WG

Career 
Development

WG



yEFIS Interest Groups
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Communication
WG

Equity &
Diversity

WG

EJI
WG

Interest 
Groups

ECI 2021
WG

Education
WG

Career 
Development

WG

• Mucosal immunology
• Autoimmunity
• Cancer immunology
• Immunometabolism
• Infectious diseases
• Immune tolerance / 

Transplantation
• Neuroimmunology
• Big data & immunology

Monthly calendar

Each month, 1 interest group is promoted 
via social media, webinars, posters, 
publications prepared by motivated YI 



yEFIS Interest Groups
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Communication
WG

Equity &
Diversity

WG

EJI
WG

Interest 
Groups

ECI 2021
WG

Education
WG

Career 
Development

WG



Want to be involved ? 

Are you interested in representing and organising young immunologists in your 
country?
❖ Join the YI Group of your country –> Don’t have one yet? We will help you 

to create one!

Are you interested in working on specific projects at a European level? 
❖ Join an active Working Group, or suggest your own idea and we’ll support 

you to set it up
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@y_efis

yEFIS

yefis@efis.org



Young National Societies
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Young Immunologists of Austria

next.gen.immunologists@gmail.com

Nextgenerationimmunologists

NImmunologists

Next Generation Immunologists

yEFIS representatives
Johanna Strobl & Laura Gail

Immunology &
Climate change

The immune system in 
early life

Immunology & 
Lifestyle

NGI lecture series 2020-2021

Founded in 2019 

Contact

85 members





Dutch Society of Young Immunologists: 
what we do

• Representation: immunologists <10 years experience within the Netherlands

• Activities:  monthly informal meetings on various aspects of immunological 
research (both fundamental and clinical)

• Upcoming focus of the board: career development!

� Workshop ‘peer review’
� Job opportunities in- and outside academia (industry, journal editor etc.) 
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Young immunologists (YI) Germany

About us 
❑ Representative body of the German association DGfI

❑ Founded in 2016

❑ 16 working groups

❑ > 350 members

www.dgfi.org/young-immunologists

@YI_dgfi

youngimmunologists@dgfi.org

Our objectives 
❑ Networking

❑ Career development

❑ Scientific exchange

❑ Exchange of methods

❑ Political work, education, support for young scientists

GET TO 
KNOW US



Hellenic Society of Immunology
Young Immunologists 

34 members 
Physicians

Biologists

Chemists-
Biochemists

Medical laboratory
technologists

Other

Work in progress

E-mail: info-yi@helsim.gr

Site

Logo

Social Media



SIICA Junior Faculty
Board

2021-2024

siica.immunologia @SiicaI                          SIICA SCHOOL  

Next events:
SIICA School of Immunology (28th February- 4th March 2022, virtual)

SIICA National Congress (SIICA JF session) (22nd -25th May 2022, Naples, Italy)

SIICA International PhD Retreat (15th -17th September 2022, L’Aquila, Italy)

Founded in 
2017

Follow us!



Launched in 2020 by Iva Filipovic and Marina Ramírez-
Galera

Task Force constitution September 2021

4 main committees that organize the activities:
• Career
• Communications
• Outreach/public engagement
• ySSI seminar series

Work in 
progress…



Grupo Joven SEI
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@y_efis

yEFIS

yefis@efis.org

Thank you !


